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You’ve just received a letter from your new English pen-friend Katie. She’s a pupil at Westonbirt School, Tetbury, Gloucestershire – a boarding school for girls.

Katie has tried to explain the boarding school system. To make sure that you understand, she writes: 

“I know it’s confusing, even for people over here, but our school homepage has a Jargon Buster http://www.westonbirt.gloucs.sch.uk/weston.htm which explains things very well.”

Click on “Jargon Buster” to help you with the following tasks and questions:

01 – Find two alternative words for PUBLIC schools. 

……….. schools, 



……. schools.

02 – Explain the difference between

FULL BOARDING ...………………………………………………………………………........................

FLEXI-BOARDING ...……………………………………………………………………….......................

WEEKLY BOARDING …………………………………………………………………............................

03 – Compare bedrooms for older pupils to those for younger ones and say why they’re different.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

04 -  Who deals with the pupils’ health problems? Where?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

05 – What do pupils buy from the TUCK SHOP and where do they keep it?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

06 – What’s it like to be a member of a HOUSE? What do members of the same HOUSE do together?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

07 – Some pupils attend lessons and take part in extra-curricular activities but stay at their parents’ house. What are they called?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

08 – Who’s in charge of each HOUSE, keeps contact with parents and looks after the pupils’ well-being?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................

09 – On certain week-ends pupils are not allowed to go home. 

What are those week-ends called? ……………………………………………………….……..............

What must the pupils stay for? ………………………………………………………………..................

10 – Who goes home on a FIXED EXEAT? …………...……………………………………........................

What’s a FLOATER? ……………………………………………………………………………………….

11 – Why was FLEXI-BOARDING introduced? ……………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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